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Lin Gang eombined music elass and Mandarin Chinese for students at Bilingual Buds, held at 5t Mary Armenian Church in Livingseon, N.J.

Parents Take Language Class Into Their Own Hands

Ey WINNIE HU

LIVIMNGSTON, M.J. — In the back
of an Armenan church here, 2- amd
Svear-olds sing along o the classic
NUTSETY tune 'FI".‘I e Jacgques' — but
this verseon is in Mandarin Chinese:
ME e m N oo ma, We hen hao,

"How are vou? I'm very
\.\EI] I Ahemurd. they practice
counling and snack on bananas, all
without speaking Englizh.

Five days & week, these wddiers
attend Bilingual Buds, a Chinese-im-
mersion  preschonl, where neatly
printed Chinese labels are posted an
everything  from  class  bulletin
boards w the bathrosm sink so that
parenls can undersland basic words

I affleent suborban areas [rom
Bew York w San Diego, children are
studying second aed even third Lan-
guages al ages when they are |
learning English. And unlike earlier
Times, when Immigrants raught fheir
suns and danghters their native lan-
sugge out of necessicy or !rq:l|:||;|||_
many of the familiez taday
personal conmestion o the
the children are learning.

Ruzgs
Insteqd,

they say, they wani o prepare (heir
children for a global future and give
them a competitive
jobs as adulis,

“[ 1ell people thar we're godng o
Chinese

advantage for

school, and they say, ‘Why
sald Carlas chiam,
I)e:rn .||1t| r ]Il Br.lzLI

vears.”

In the past five wears, [oreign-
language studies for the under
have become as commm

set

music lessons, as the more lassez-
faire parenting of earlier geners-
tions is replaced by packed sched-
ules of daily activities. But in con-
LrEsr [ many urban centers, where
billngual nasnies may function as
Language tutors and formal language
courses abound, suburbs seldom of-

fer parents  access 1o those  re-
S0uUrces.
Dissansfied with  the  limited

chotces m classes for young children,
aned thie occasional foreign-language
alory hour at their neighbarhood 1i-
brary, highly educated, well-traveks]
parents are increasingly pulling to-
gether their own  bilingual play-
groups, which sometimes grow so
popular tha: they expand ino full
fledeed programs.

Evelyn Gilbert-Bair, 37, who grew

speaking Korean with e mather,
her home i Princeton, \.J

ing 15 a week from each lamily w
uppiies and pay o teacher. So
v Tamilies expressed interest
that Ms. Gilberi-Bair sent our an
c-matil message last spring looking
for o second reacher. anly to ger in-
fuiries from even maore parents.

“It wasn't hard to siart i, but T re-
alized it was gnmg o e 3 lot of work
L expand,” s . andding that she
was el mth rhf' hill nfeu times last
r after parents

=|:|rm:1

'u hit
i quickly
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“The last thing 1 thought T would do
15 open up a preschool,” said Ms
Huang, who spoke Taiwanese and
: 1 home while prowing up.
Though she is now fluent o Mandi-
rim, Ms. Huang's command of that
language was nitially so shaky that
she had fe pul her mother on the
speakerphone to translare when she
hired & Chinese nanny for her sons.
The nanny now teaches at the pre-
scivonl.

Researchers have shown that s
child who learns a foreign lenguape
during a so-called “sensitive period™
before puberty is more likely o
speak it s o native does, though t]w_l'

In affluent suburhbs,
bilingual playgroups
have become popular.

disagres over whether the reason is
biologieal or social,

“There is not any such thing as too
voung,” sard Lisa Davidson, an as-
sistant linguistics professor at Me
York University. “Ir's 8 gradi
seale, The younger you are, the more
likely you are to became proficient.”

Many parents who are aware of
the importance of early language
ing bl cannots teach their own
children have sought our established
wchment programs like the Mas-
aged Language Workshop
Iuren un.ch hes A0 studenis
whom are
enH-IIm ﬂnhla-. Boston, on Long [s-
um_ or =|1.|u1'the-r|~ New Jersey.
smand. another
Toddiers, has
4 from a2 brown

stome on the Upper West Side 1o
branches in Pelham Manor, NY,,
and Gresnwlch, Conn. A third ol its
3l stndents are under 2,

Seill, i is nol emegh

“Do vou know how moany Angle
families are patting their kids in
front of “Dora'?" said Deborah J.
Chitester, a bilingual speech pathole-
gist, referring to the cartoon “Dora
the Explorer,” which has passages of
conversational Spanish. Ma, Chires-
rer, who formed three Spanish play-
Eroups in June in Lawrenceville,
1., added thar parents were also
racing to stares for books in Spanish.

Iin Riverzide, Conn., about two doz-
en parents organized a Chinese-lan-
guage schonl in 2002 after becoming
dissatisfied with the traditional
ieaching methods ar a bocal school
lor Chinese-Americans. The Chinese
Language School of Connecticur now
has 220 stedents in its Sunday clags-
ex, nearly a third of them under 5,

Susan  Serven, 42, one of the
school's founders, sald the pareats
had developed an interactive curric-
ulum, using puppets and plaving
games like Twister and Jeopardy in
Mandarin. Ms. Serven, who adopred
two girls from China, said thar many
of the families are mixed racially
and ethnically, and see the language
65 not only an investment i the fu-
ture but also 8 way o preserve their
children’s heritage.

It is that comnection (o the post
that propels parents like Faith Ti=-
s0L

a nurse, 0 keep up with the |

st
Mrs. Tiss, wiwse
daughier, Juliette, @
Roslyn Heights, N.Y.,
band, Marc, an anesthesiologist, was
from the family of the 19th-cantury
French paintar James Tissot,

“She's @n open cany, she jus
=arks it up like a spang Mrs, Tis
st sard, “And it's part of her blood-
line

lE-month-cld

and timeconsumng lessons. |

French in |
said mer hus- |



